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CITY OF BIG RAPIDS 

PARK AND RECREATION BOARD 

APPROVED MINUTES 

January 11, 2018 

 
 

The meeting was called to order by Chairperson Karen Simmon at 6:30 p.m. 

 

Present:  Karen Simmon, Margaret Maynard, Deborah Chipman, Scott Herron,  

Brandy Hurst, Mark Brejcha, Megan Eppley 

 

Absent:  John Sparks, Jason Kostecki  

 

Other:   Heather Bowman, Public Works Director    

 Simone Smith-Politz, Board Secretary  

 

MINUTES:   

None. 

 

PUBLIC COMMENTS:   

None. 

 

COMMUNICATIONS:   

None. 

    

GENERAL BUSINESS:  

 

Dog Park: 

The City was previously approached by the Ferris Architecture group who had applied 

for and received a grant from Design Build for a project at the Dog Park. Heather 

presented the Board with the proposed plan for a seating shelter at the park.  The shelter 

would include a 14’x16’ concrete floor with benches, a roof, and moveable plexiglass 

sides.  Design Build would build the structure; the City would pay for the cost of the 

concrete floor. 

 

Mark Brejcha spoke on the possibility of naming the shelter after Jackie Roman’s dog 

which recently passed away.  Jackie has been a very supportive and active patron of the 

Dog Park.  It is uncertain of the spelling of the dog’s name at this time.  Mark said he 

would also like to present Jackie with a plaque at the ribbon cutting.  The cost of the sign 

would fall upon the City. 

 

Motion by Mark Brejcha, seconded by Margaret Maynard, to allow for the proposed 

shelter in the Dog Park.  Motion Passed. 
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Motion by Mark Brejcha, seconded by Megan Epply, to name the shelter after the 

deceased dog of Jackie Roman.  Motion Passed. 

 

Robert Barnum: 

 

Heather introduced Robert Barnum to the Board.  Robert is a local artist who approached 

the City about two potential locations to place two of his sculptures.  One request is to 

have a sculpture placed on the East side of the City, coming into the City limits on M-20.  

This proposed location would be at Gravel Pit Park as that is one of the few City-owned 

properties in that area.  The City must be mindful of the MDOT right-of-way, so the 

proposed placement of the sculpture would be at the south end of the property.  Since this 

is a compost facility it is regulated by the DEQ.  Heather has inquired with the DEQ on if 

it would be an issue to place a sculpture in this area.  The City has not received a 

response from the DEQ yet.   

 

Megan Epply inquired as to why this particular location was chosen for a sculpture, and 

not the east side of the road.  Heather explained the property on the east side of S. Third 

Ave. is not City-owned. 

 

Robert Barnum spoke in detail, describing his artwork.  He explained there are two 

sculptures he is working on.  Both sculptures are complete donations other than the 

possibility of having electric run to have them illuminated.  One is a donation from one 

individual, the other would be fund-raised for.  They would be developed under the 

Aesthetic Engineering Concept at Ferris State University.  He is calling them the “Big 

Rapids Sports Sculpture” and the “ARC Pet Walk Sculpture”.  His vision is to have the 

Sports Sculpture placed on the East side of the City, the ARC Sculpture would go near 

the Dog Park.  The Sports Sculpture would showcase the local school mascots. 

 

Scott Herron inquired of the mascot for the Intermediate School District being placed on 

the sculpture.  Robert explained there is an empty space on the spheres of the sculpture 

where this mascot could be represented. 

 

The ARC Sculpture is already under construction and was donated by Betty Fry.  The 

purpose is primarily to focus attention on ARC; however, it’s not highly visible at their 

location. 

 

Scott Herron asked about the electrical and lighting challenges at Gravel Pit Park.  He 

inquired about the plausibility of running electrical or if the lighting could be taken care 

of via solar light.  Heather explained it is uncertain at this time due to the DEQ 

regulations and the MDOT right-of-way which need to be considered.  The long-term 

goal at the Dog Park is to have lighting available for that sculpture. 

 

Mark Brejcha inquired about the proposed area for the Dog Park sculpture.  Robert 

Barnum advised he thought it could easily go inside the enclosure.  Heather said her 

intent was to reach out to the community who use the park daily to see where they 

thought it would be appropriate.  There was discussion amongst the Board members on 

possibilities of where to place the sculpture outside of the fence. 
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Heather will take photographs of the proposed areas for the sculptures so the Board as a 

clear idea of where they may be placed.  The Board tabled the discussion until pictures of 

the proposed locations can be obtained. 

 

Park Benches: 

Heather reported that there have been some park benches that have been donated.  One 

was donated by the girlfriend of the late Bill Beckwith.  She is interested in putting a 

memorial bench for him at Hemlock Park.  The proposed location would be near the 

flagpole outside the fence near centerfield at the ball diamond.  There is a second bench 

which is being donated to be placed in one of the City parks. 

 

Triangle Park: 

Heather updated the Board on the progress with creating an outdoor fitness park at 

Triangle Park.  The initiative behind this is called the National Fitness Campaign.  The 

Board viewed a brief video explaining the purpose behind the campaign.  The intent is to 

purchase and install outdoor workout equipment at the park. 

 

Heather reported that she had conversation with Scott Lombard with Spectrum Health 

who indicated the hospital would likely be on board with fundraising or acting as a 

sponsor for the project.  She also explained that Big Rapids Rotary Club is looking for a 

project within the community to get involved in. 

 

The City reached out to Marlies Manning to draw up a couple of concepts, including 

corresponding cost estimates, for a particular location of the fitness area within Triangle 

Park.  The cost estimates between the two concepts are pretty comparable to one another. 

 

Megan Epply inquired about making the park a “No Smoking” area.  Heather explained 

this was addressed a couple of years ago, and it was determined at that time that the 

Board’s recommendation was to only make playgrounds “No Smoking” areas.  Heather 

advised making this park a “No Smoking” area is something that would need to be 

approved by the City Commission, but could be further discussed. 

 

There was also discussion as to how the fitness park would affect other events such as 

concerts or ice cream socials which take place at the park.  It appears there would be no 

conflict or negative impact on these events. 

 

Motion by Margaret Maynard, seconded by Brandy Hurst, to move forward with the 

development of proposed Concept B for the fitness park.  Motion Passed. 

 

STAFF REPORTS:   

None. 

 

Special Events: 

None reported. 

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS/BUSINESS:   

None.   
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UNSCHEDULED BUSINESS:   

Heather updated the Board on the Depot.  The City applied for the Depot to be 

unencumbered within some of the trailhead property.  The State has approved the request 

and is in the process of doing a formal assessment of the value of the Depot with the goal 

of renovating the trailhead.  Heather also reported the City is in the process of getting 

CIPs implemented. 

 

The next meeting of the Park and Recreation Board will be February 8, 2018 at  

6:30 pm in the City Commission Room.   

 

Meeting Adjourned at 7:43 p.m. 

 

Simone Smith-Politz 

Board Secretary 


